Botanical Society of South Africa
KZN Coastal Branch
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD ON SUNDAY, 21 JULY 2019 AT DURBAN BOTANIC
GARDENS VISTORS CENTRE AT 14H00
PRESENT :

Ms Suvarna Parbhoo Mohan (Chairperson)
Ms Marinda Nel (national Chair of Council)
Ms Antonia Xaba (national General Manager)
Ms Yashica Singh (Curator – KZN Herbarium)
Prof Anthony Turton (invited speaker)
26 members and 8 non-members (on register)

APOLOGIES : Himansu Baijnath, Sheila Bamber, Gill & Jerome Bowden, Gill Browne, Lindsey & Megan BoxshallSmith, Margaret Burger, Martin Clement, Paolo Condotti, Ivor Daniel, Janet Gates, Kate & Graham
Grieve, Geoff Nichols, Elsa Pooley, Jocelyn Sutherland
1.

WELCOME
The Chairperson, Suvarna Parbhoo Mohan, opened the meeting and welcomed all present, especially invited
guests and guest speaker, Prof Anthony Turton.

2.

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD ON 22 JULY 2018
The minutes of the previous AGM were adopted (proposed by Anno Torr and seconded by Janet Longman).

3.

MATTERS ARISING
None.

4.

ADDRESS BY CHAIR OF COUNCIL, MS MARINDA NEL
Marinda said that the turmoil in BotSoc had settled down and she was delighted to work with our Branch. She
thanked Dave Henry and Sershen Naidoo for serving on the interim Council – they had brought a wonderful
perspective to Council. Now was the time for dialogue. Since August the new interim Council was committed to
sorting out the financial statements. Within 6 months a new Council had had to be elected and adopt the
financial statements – and this was done. Ms Antonia Xaba was now the General Manager.
At this stage the Council had three sub-committees: Conservation – in which Sershen was instrumental,
Publications, and the Financial and Risk committee. The Conservation Committee strategy is to be rolled out
to branches for the purpose of giving input. A document has been produced towards addressing the
transformation need. It is a blueprint for the future of BotSoc. Branches will be able to customise the
document. Each branch is different. The transformation document involves nine different areas.
There is a global view, a whole movement encouraging people to embrace nature. There will be Head Office
support for branch mobilization. There is a great energy and commitment in this Branch to continue the work
on the ground. The Council is seeking ways to multiply member value. We need to look at what we are
offering members. In discussion with the Branch committee before this meeting, reasons for being members
were given: that they felt at home, felt a sense of belonging with a community of like-minded people, because
they cared about conservation, for education and enlightenment. We need to find ways to add value and to
provide the tools to enlighten.
Diversification is a serious need. 80 % of BotSoc members are Kirstenbosch members. More than 60 % of
members are over the age of 60. We need to attract young members and to engage with young families, from
all population groups. The website is the first place people look at. The national website is out of date and is
being updated. Instagram is the new way of communicating for younger people. Zoe Poulsen produces the
excellent BotSoc Blog. She has a panel of people to assist, such as Prof. Dee Snyman and Prof Eugene Moll
as editors.
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Botanical expertise is also what BotSoc can offer. The Botanical Education Trust makes a major contribution
and enhances botanical knowledge – Charles Botha was thanked.
Getting the Society into the 21st Century was taking most of the energy right now. After that, work would
concentrate on BotSoc’s strategic role. Community-based organisations had sprung up and were well
supported. BotSoc could be an umbrella organisation to give a wider voice to these groups. Resource
innovation, and how to align ourselves with others e.g BirdLife, SAN Parks, were challenges. Top of Antonia’s
wish list was a budget for appointing a Conservation Officer.
Marinda was thanked.
5.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
Suvarna presented the activities of the BotSoc branch via MS-PowerPoint. See attached Appendix 1.
BotSoc has branches across the country. The mission is to know, grow and protect South Africa’s indigenous
flora.
The Branch’s core activities are member activities, education and conservation. Branch membership is
currently just under 200, a bit of a concern, and ideas from Marinda and Antonia to boost membership were
much appreciated. Benefits to being a Member were to belong to an environmental organisation with likeminded people, education support, to contribute to flora conservation, to receive a free quarterly Veld & Flora,
discounts to BotSoc and SANBI bookshops, access to citizen science opportunities, and free entry into the
National Botanical Gardens around the country, as well as an array of local activities.
Outings and activities
Seven outings held over the past year included tree identification courses with Prof. Eugene Moll at Pigeon
Valley and at Hawaan; Ifafa Chiba Ring with George Chelechele, Durban Country Club led by Dave Henry;
Ntumeni Forest (Eshowe) with Gareth Chittenden; Ilanda Wilds (Amanzimtoti) led by Blessing Majoka; Giba
Gorge with Wilbur Mahlamvu and, in conjunction with the launch of Dr Francois du Randt’s book, The Sand
Forest of Maputaland, a walk in the Durban Botanic Gardens with Dr Du Randt to look at KZN Sand Forest
species.
Talks
A variety of talks was held, resulting in good discussions:

Environmental Justice - and threats to it

Desmond D'Sa

A Greater Maputaland Transfrontier Park - what could this mean for KZN? Prof. Eugene Moll
Inspired by Nature & its Diversity [street art]

Giffy Duminy

Responding to the Polyphagous Shot-hole Borer infestation

Johan Bodenstein

Nature Journaling

Cati Vawda

The flowers of Sehlabathebe National Park – Lesotho

Alison Young

Chameleons of KZN

Nick Evans

The Sand Forest of Maputaland

Francois du Randt

Language, culture & conservation

Prof Charles Stirton

Garden Tours
Indigenous garden tours were held at the lovely garden of Pete & Brigid Turner in Forest Hills, Kloof, in June.
Renishaw Mature Lifestyle Estate in Scottburgh also allowed us to host an event there recently, where Elsa
Pooley had showed visitors the beautiful indigenous gardens she and her team had designed and landscaped.
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Visits to Nurseries
As no plant fair was held in 2018, instead we tried to boost interest by organising visits to nurseries. This is
ongoing. We are trying to have our books placed at nurseries too which will promote indigenous gardening and
BotSoc.
Marloth Medal
We hosted the Head Office presentation of this prestigious national award to Prof. Neil Crouch in a small but
enjoyable ceremony.
Possible Collaboration with Durban Botanic Gardens
With the Branch Office based in these Gardens, and with no SANBI Garden to support in our area, increased
collaboration is planned. BotSoc can be showcased even more than it is in the Gardens and can contribute
towards conservation initiatives in the Gardens:
• Indigenous Butterfly Habitat Garden – a regular work party programme is envisioned
• Indigenous Forest Garden – an extension of the initial formalised pathway – the BotSoc Centenary
project in our area - is planned, as well as log seating and an insect hotel
• Permaculture Food Garden – to assist with maintenance and ongoing permaculture training; new
members can be attracted in this way
• Biodiversity Display House – this is hoped to be the venue for a collaboration with the CREW
programme to focus on medicinal/threatened species and on various conservation developments
in SA
• Specific thematic gardens, e.g. the Herb Garden – “maintained by the BotSoc” signs would be required
to promote the Society
• The Schools education programme – the Branch would like to assist with indigenous plant activities
especially in celebration of environmental days
• The DBG celebrates 170 years this year – there are plans for a Plant Fair in 2020.
• eThekwini municipality / DBG Trust / BotSoc Branch partnership is to be strengthened to meet
common goals and objectives
Proposed Projects from last year
•
•
•
•

Repurposing the Plant Fair project to promote nurseries that sell indigenous plants – this is ongoing
Indigenous gardening workshops, to be piloted in Mount Edgecombe – did not pan out as yet.
Botanical Quiz with school Eco-clubs is a goal carried over from last year
Engage with members for activities / talks e.g. on Facebook

We are looking for members to come forward to help us carry these out.
Plant Fair
This is a major fundraiser. We are excited about partnering with Beachwood Mangroves Nature Reserve to
hold the plant fair there on 7 and 8 September 2019 – it will be a different plant fair to previous years’.
The Herb Society’s Donation to the Branch
The Herb Society closed their doors and donated their remaining funds to us with the proviso that the money
be used to donate plant books to schools and libraries. Eighteen schools and two Municipal Mobile Libraries
each received up to three books (Bring Nature Back to your Garden, People’s Plants and Indigenous Healing
Plants) as a result.
Wally Menne Memorial Book Fund
Under this fund we find old or unwanted botanical books and give them new homes or sponsor books to
deserving people or organisations. Donations of books and funds are welcome.
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PlantLife journal
PlantLife journal was previously published in hard copy format. Last year the journal moved to a blog format
under new editor Graham Grieve’s direction. Graham has been communicating with Patricia McCracken, the
Veld & Flora editor, with a view to having that magazine online as well, while still having a niche place for
PlantLife. The latest issue and past copies of PlantLife SA are available for free from the website:
http://plantlifesouthafrica.blogspot.com.
Thanks
Suvarna expressed her sincere gratitude to the volunteers for all their help. Photographers were thanked for
the use of their photos. In addition, speakers, all outing leaders, those who supported fundraising activities,
Martin Clement, and the Durban Botanic Gardens Trust for the use of the hall and for assisting us, as well as
the committee, were all thanked.
Suvarna invited any questions.
John Bradshaw said that Kloof Conservancy hold Open Gardens every year. Durban used to have some too.
We should resurrect them. Di Higginson Keath reminded everyone of the very successful open gardens
weekend held a few years ago by WESSA including a visit to Mrs Bridget Oppenheimer’s garden. Suvarna
said that the Branch held the Indigenous Garden Tours which were a similar event; however, we could look at
reviving the Open Gardens concept again.
Rob Jamieson asked the cost of being a senior member. Jill Seldon said that members of our Branch pay the
same as Kirstenbosch members do but we get less for our subs in that we are not receiving a Garden-entry
concession. Rob said that it was disturbing that there were only 200 members in this Branch. There should be
many more, living as we do in a botanical hotspot in such a biodiverse country. There should be an alternate
membership category such as a reduced-fee, “Friends of BotSoc” category. Suvarna said that Council was reexamining the various categories. Christine Bubb suggested a R50 fee for students and Mary De Haas
suggested a reduced membership for schools, to encourage young people to participate. Marinda replied that
it costs money to run a Society and it can’t be done for free. However, the membership categories and fees
were being looked at by the national Treasurer who is a qualified actuary and Council hoped to find a workable
model that could continue to finance the national office while keeping membership within reach of all.
6.

TREASURER’S REPORT
Treasurer, Dave Henry, said that, as a member of Council, he would like to pay tribute to Marinda for her
efforts to get the Society back on track under her leadership. Suvarna had raised the bar again for her Chair’s
report and her good leadership. Sandra was thanked for her assistance.
The Branch broke square over the past year. The Branch has the challenge of creating other revenue streams
now that the old format plant fair was no longer held. The highest expense was the office cost of secretarial
and telephone at R36 000. If there was more revenue we could achieve more. Dave noted that the national
office relies on donations to balances its books, which is not ideal, and a sound financial formula is needed.
Membership needs to increase. Currently 15% of the Branch’s income is subs revenue. This should increase in
the future due to the branch levy from subscription fees increasing. Accumulated funds of R250 000 were a
legacy of previous plant fairs. Interest received went towards admin costs. More revenue sources were
needed.
There were no questions from the floor. The financial report was adopted by a show of hands. Dave was
thanked.

7.

BOTANICAL EDUCATION TRUST REPORT – Please see Appendix.
The Chairman of the Trust, Charles Botha, thanked all donors large and small who had made it possible to
award these grants. Donors should remember that their contributions permanently benefited conservation
because just the interest was used each year. There were still more applications than money available and
further donations would be most welcome.
Charles was thanked by the Chair.
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8.

ELECTION OF COMMITTEE
The committee of Suvarna Parbhoo Chair), Anno Torr (Vice-Chair), Dave Henry (Treasurer), Sandra Dell
(Secretary), Janet Longman (Immediate Past Chair), Barry Lang, was re-elected en bloc. We lost our
eThekweni representative from the committee this year. Corinne Winson was nominated (proposed Janet
Longman, seconded: Bertha Pitout). There was a need for someone to take on the Newsletter portfolio, but
there were no more nominations or volunteers from the floor.
At this stage, guests Marinda Nel and Antonio Xaba excused themselves in order to catch their flight. ViceChair Anno Torr presented them with a gift of samples of our publications (Bring Butterflies Back to your
Garden, PlantLife and Indigenous Gardening Handbooks) and thanked them for coming to Durban to attend
our AGM and for consulting with us.

9.

CUSTODIANS OF RARE & ENDANGERED WILDFLOWERS (CREW) PROGRAMME
The CREW programme in SA is the longest-standing monitoring programme, starting in 2003 in the Cape
Floristic Region. In 2006 it expanded to KZN. In 2007 the Mpumalanga Plant Specialist Group was
approached for them to assist with threatened plant work, In 2012, Limpopo CREW was started, and in 2015
the Eastern Cape CREW began as well as some Gauteng members approached. In 2019 just under 1 000
citizen scientists were helping with CREW, most of these were BotSoc members, working across 7 provinces –
the provinces with high numbers of plants of conservation concern. CREW has now started aligning its strategy
towards plant conservation, and a document to this end was endorsed in 2016. CREW was now collaborating
with partners to work on 9 of the 16 Targets of the Strategy for Plant Conservation. A map was shown of the
areas of high plant Conservation Concern in SA, and showing where the CREW groups operated. The Durban
group is very active. Statistics were presented of the concentration on highly threatened species: Critically
Endangered, Endangered, and Vulnerable. Recently there were plans to expand to Rare species too. In KZN
valuable work was done on 220 species of conservation concern over the past year. Three species were found
that were listed as Critically Endangered, 34 Endangered, and 77 Vulnerable, a remarkable achievement.
There was also a new record of the number of specimens submitted, and various sites were visited. Much
analysis of the data has been done. There are over
20 000 plant species in the country, of which 13 700 are endemic species. A table was shown of how well the
different species were conserved. From this it was realised that it was necessary to work on next level plant
species monitoring, to fill in the gaps of where plants were protected and where not. For this reason CREW
was excited to hear about the resurrection of the BotSoc Plant Conservation Unit. Apart from CREW,
volunteers can also contribute from home on various citizen science projects. If anyone was interested they
should contact Suvarna.
A question from the floor from Mary de Haas was whether SANBI investigated mining threats; Mary had heard
that there was a report available that had not yet been released to the public. Suvarna replied that SANBI
would typically provide data but was not directly involved in commenting on EIAs. Mary asked if the Branch
was aware of a mining threat to iSimangaliso’s Maphelane area. [The Branch had submitted an objection and
had circulated the proposal to members in the hopes that they would object in their private capacities too.]
Suvarna asked if this could be discussed later, as the meeting was running late. Mary kindly agreed to that.

10.

GENERAL
Charles Botha said that the Branch was lucky to have a Chair of such a high standard and thanked Suvarna for
her contribution and for her excellent Chair’s Report.
Dave Henry reported that, after 17 years of trying to get the Hawaan Biodiversity Park established, the goahead had finally been given to the vital step of forming a development trust that would interact as the juristic
person with the conservation trust tasked with the responsibility to create a national botanical garden on the
north bank of the Ohlange River. Christopher Willis of SANBI had visited and gave the green light. BotSoc
national had committed a R1-million loan. Tongaat Hulett was not what it used to be, and the Hawaan working
group was waiting for an engagement while Tongaat Hulett appointed their new trustees, before a
Memorandum of Agreement would be drawn up. The proposal has been registered with several funders.
Tourism would fund education and conservation.
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Suvarna noted, and Dave agreed, that the project proposal and Memorandum of Agreement were needed
before the project would be funded by BotSoc National.
11.

AWARD OF A CERTIFICATE OF APPRECIATION TO WILBER MAHLAMVU
Wilber was a committed conservationist, who shared his enthusiastic and knowledgeable advice with
gardeners, and had helped at our plant fair every year for nearly 20 years. He had grown indigenous plants at
the nurseries he had run, worked to eradicate alien invasive plants around Durban, and had taught people
about the environment in the walks he had led and in the talks he had given. He had been mentored by Wally
Menne, and inspired by the Bothas’ book, Bring Nature Back to your Garden, which he had lent out and never
got back. It was fitting to award Wilbur with a Certificate of Appreciation for exemplifying the BotSoc mission to
Know, Grow and Protect SA’s indigenous plants, plus present him with a replacement book, sponsored by the
Wally Menne Memorial Book Fund. Rose Williams, Wally’s wife, on presenting the certificate and book, said
that Wilbur and Wally were compatriots and shared a love of our flora and inspired others. Rose felt it was
such an honour to be asked to present the award. While Wally had been known as an activist, beneath was a
love of plants and of the diversity of plants in this country and a love of books. Wally saw the bigger picture and
we need to see the bigger context too, e.g. the impact of plantations and mining on the environment. Rose
gave Wilbur Wally’s Pooley’s Guide to the Wild Flowers of KZN and the Eastern Seaboard, now out of print,
and instructed Wilbur that he was not to lend this out! However he was also given a few of Wally’s books on
Zulu uses of plants which he could pass on. Wilbur was congratulated, to applause from the audience.

12.

TALK
Janet Longman introduced the guest speaker, Prof. Anthony Turton, who spoke on the interesting topic of
‘Why Water is a Big Deal?’

13.

CLOSURE
The meeting closed at 16h30.

Minutes recorded by:

Date :

Secretary

Confirmed by :

18 May 2020
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Chairperson

Annual General Meeting
21 July 2019
14:00 – 15:00
Guest Lecture: 15:00 – 16:00

Agenda
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Welcome and apologies
Adoption of minutes of previous meeting
Matters arising from previous minutes
Address by Chair of Council, Ms Marinda Nel
Chairperson’s Report
Treasurer’s Report
Botanical Education Trust Report
Election of committee members
Custodians of Rare and Endangered Wildflowers (CREW) programme Report
General

11.
12.

Guest Speaker: Dr Anthony Turton, Why Water is a Big Deal?
Closure
Please join us afterwards for teas and snacks.

Chairperson’s Report
BotSoc core activities are:
• Membership (<200)
• Education
• Conservation
Membership benefits:
• Support environmental education
• Contribute to plant conservation
• Free issues of Veld and Flora
• Access to citizen science
opportunities
• Discounts at BotSoc bookshops
• Free entry to SANBI botanical gardens

BotSoc
Branches

know, grow and protect SA’s
indigenous flora

7 Outings

Ifafa Chiba Ring
led by George Chelechele

Tree courses at Pigeon Valley and Hawaan Forest
by Eugene Moll

Durban Country Club led by Dave Henry

Ntumeni Forest (Eshowe) led by Gareth Chittenden

Ilanda Wilds (Amanzimtoti)
led by Blessing Majoka

Giba Gorge
led by Wilbur Mahlamvu

Sand Forest book launch and walk @ Durban Botanic
Gardens with Francois du Randt

Talks
Environmental Justice - and threats to it
Desmond D'Sa
A Greater Maputaland Transfrontier Park - what could this mean
Eugene Moll
for KZN?
Inspired by Nature & its Diversity
Giffy Duminy
Responding to the Polyphagous Shot-hole Borer infestation

Johan Bodenstein

Nature Journaling - Slowing Down,Connecting With Nature

Cati Vawda

The flowers of Sehlabathebe National Park - Lesotho

Alison Young

Chameleons of KZN

Nick Evans

Sand Forest of Maputaland

Francois du Randt

Language, culture & conservation

Charles Stirton

Garden tours

Pete & Brigid Turner’s home, Tunzini in Kloof – June 2019

Winter Gardens at Renishaw Mature Lifestyle Estate – July 2019

Nursery Visits since no Plant Fair 2018

Marloth Medal presented to Neil Crouch

Possible Collaboration with the
Durban Botanical Gardens
•

Indigenous Butterfly Habitat Garden – regular work party programme

•

Indigenous Forest Garden – extension of the initial formalised pathway, log seating
and insect hotel

•

Permaculture Food Garden – long-term maintenance plan and ongoing
permaculture training required

•

Biodiversity Display House - collaboration with CREW programme to focus on

medicinal/ threatened species and on the national plant conservation strategy
•

Specific thematic gardens e.g. Herb Garden - “maintained by the BotSoc” signs
required to promote the Society

•

Schools education programme – assist with indigenous plant activities

•

The DBG celebrates 170 years this year - plans of Plant Fair in 2020

•

eThekwini municipality/ DBG Trust/ BotSoc branch partnership to be strengthened to
meet common goals and objectives.

Proposed Projects
• Repurpose the Plant Fair project to promote
nurseries that sell indigenous plants
• Indigenous gardening workshops to be piloted in

Mount Edgecombe
• Botanical Quiz with school Eco-clubs
• Engage with members for activities/talks

BotSoc Plant Fair
Beachwood Mangroves Nature Reserve
7-8 September 2019

Herb Society’s Donation to Branch

The Herb Society closed their doors and
donated their remaining funds to us with
the proviso that the money be used to
donate plant books to schools and
libraries. Eighteen schools and two
Municipal Mobile Libraries each received
up to three books (Bring Nature Back to
your Garden, People’s Plants and
Indigenous Healing Plants) as a result.

•

https://plantlifesouthafrica.blogspot.com/

Sincere gratitude to our volunteers

and our photographers: D. Higginson-Keath, G. Grieve, C. Hemson, J.
Sutherland, B. Surmon, J. Pauck, J. Longman, A. Torr, G. Duminy, A. Young, C.
Norris, T. Forbes, C. Vawda, S.Dell

• All our members for participating in our activities throughout
the year
• Speakers, home-owners and outing leaders for generously

donating your time and sharing your knowledge
• Those who have kindly contributed to our fundraising
activities
• Martin Clement and the Durban Botanic Gardens Trust were
thanked for the use of the Visitors Centre for our monthly
talks and for this AGM, and the Trust staff, for effortlessly
assisting with the arrangements.

•

The current committee for your enthusiasm, dedication and
commitment to our tasks.

Botanical Education Trust Report
•

Since last year’s AGM the Trust has received very little in donations, which means that its
total funds are still hovering around the R3 million mark. That meant that there was no
increase in the annual amount of interest available for the most recent awards.

•

As is the case every year, the demand for funding far exceeded the amount available.

•

Six applications which, in the opinion of the Trustees, would best serve the conservation of
our indigenous flora were selected, totaling R115 000. And even these six were not
granted the full amounts requested.

•

The Trust approved funding towards the publication of A Field Guide to succulent
Euphorbias of southern Africa by Rolf and Alma Becker. Easy to use, it will help
identification and increase interest in conserving these succulent plants.

•

The current conservation status of the Hilton Daisy, is endangered. Carolina Diller of the
University of Kwa-Zulu Natal, received an award to study the population genetics of this
beautiful plant.

•

The Drakensberg Mountains are an important area of floristic diversity. An award was
made to Glynis Goodman-Cron, of Wits University, to help the management and
protection of this biodiversity hotspot.

…Botanical Education Trust Report
•

Marie Jordaan of SANBI, Pretoria, received funding for a taxonomic revision of the genus
Olea. Because taxonomists seldom appear in the limelight of botanical research, they often
find it difficult to attract funding. This work will provide critical information that can be applied
to conservation status, environmental management and education.

•

Natasha Visser, of the University of Johannesburg, received the balance of her funding
approved in 2017, but subject to a progress report in 2018. She is making excellent progress
with her taxonomic study of the southern African grassland species Thesium. Grasslands
are of great conservation importance.

•

In 2014, Stephen Cousins received funding from the Trust for his work aimed at restoring the
critically endangered Swartland Shale Renosterveld in the Western Cape. An extremely
talented young botanist, he had already produced publications, describing his progress,
when he was tragically killed in a motor vehicle accident. Martina Treurnicht, of
Stellenbosch University, received an award in honour of Steven, to continue this work.

•

In closing, the Trustees wish to thank all our donors, large and small, who have made these
grants possible. Whether an immediate contribution or a legacy, all donations permanently
benefit our indigenous flora, as we only use the interest on investment.

Election of committee members

Suvarna
Chair

Anno Torr
Vice-Chair

Dave Henry
Treasurer

Sandra Dell
Secretary

Nominations:
Corinne Winson
Hilton Maclarty
Other nominations …
Janet Longman

Barry Lang

Volunteer:
Newsletter

Custodians of Rare and Endangered Wildflowers (CREW) Programme

CREW Objectives
1. To conduct botanical surveys of plant species
of conservation concern.
2. Provide data on population and distribution to
aid in accurate updating of Red List
assessments.
3. To collect specimens in under-sampled areas,
increasing herbarium records.
4. To collect seeds of threatened plant species for
ex-situ conservation.
5. To build plant conservation awareness.
6. To develop human capital.

CREW Timeline
CREW
CFR node

2003

CREW EC node
+ Gauteng
CREW

Mpumalanga
PSG

2006
CREW
KZN node

2007

2012
Limpopo
CREW

977 citizen scientists
across 7 provinces
http://biodiversityadvisor.sanbi.org/planningand-assessment/plant-conservation-strategy/

2015

CREW
Groups

Plant species of conservation concern monitored
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Summary from CKZN
past field-season
• 220 taxa of conservation concern recorded
• 3 species listed as Critically endangered
(CR)
• 34 species listed as Endangered (EN)
• 77 species listed as Vulnerable (VU)
• 815 specimens submitted
• 112 sites visited with 7 CREW groups

Next Level
monitoring
required

… Next Level CREW?
Awaiting resurrection of
BotSoc Conservation Unit

Citizen Science Projects you can
become involved with

For more info: crew@sanbi.org.za

General: Special Award
•

To a dedicated conservationist who
➢ shares enthusiastic and knowledgeable advice to
gardeners at our plant fair every year for nearly 2 decades,
➢ has grown indigenous plants at the nurseries he has run,
➢ worked to eradicate invasive alien plants around Durban,
➢ and has taught people about the environment in the walks
he has led and the talks he has given.

•

Mentored by Wally Menne, and inspired by the book Bring
Nature Back to your Garden by Charles & Julia Botha, which he
lent out and never got back, we feel it is fitting to award this
sterling gentleman, Mr Wilber Mahlamvu a certificate of
appreciation as well as to replace his book which is kindly

sponsored by the Wally Menne Memorial Book Fund.
•

Wilbur, thank you for exemplifying the BotSoc’s mission to know,
grow and protect SA’s indigenous flora.

•

Here to present the award is Wally’s wife, Rose Williams who
has also very generously donated books that belonged to Wally.

Guest Speaker: Anthony Turton

Why Water is a Big Deal?

